
 

 

What is our mission? 

The Papal Foundation Aid to the Church in Need is an international catholic organization 
whose goal is help that leads to reconciliation and evangelization. It was founded in 1947 by father 
Werenfried von Straaten (1913-2003). The spiritual and material support is being provided to 
Christians, mainly Catholics, who in the result of persecutions, humiliations, lack of priests or any 
other reason live with the risk of losing their faith or having troubles practicing it.  

After meeting with father Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński in Rome in 1957 father Werenfried started 
providing help to the Church in Poland. It was contemplative monasteries and Seminaries who 
received the help first and it has been continued today. One of the most important parts of it was 
to fund scholarships to help to form the academic personnel for Polish seminaries and Catholic 
Universities.  

Nowadays our organization supports pastoral and humanitarian campaigns in almost 150 
countries in the world. We are engaged mainly in educating seminarians, priests but also sisters 
and laypeople. No vocation should be wasted because of lack of funds. In Nigeria alone, there are 
9000 seminarians but their families are often too poor to help them in their vocation journey.  

In recent years, ACN helped financially 18468 seminarians all over the world. An important place 
in our mission to care for constructing and repairing churches and catechism facilities. In the spirit 
of the new evangelization, we support printing the Bible for children which is one of our biggest 
projects and it has been translated into 180 languages. It has been already issued in over 43 million 
copies. For many children in the world, it is the only book that they have. It is often used as an 
elementary book.  

Apart from this big project, we have also launched pastoral and humanitarian campaigns such as 
S.O.S for Holy Land – aid to the Christians in Jerusalem, Silent and faithful presence – aid to the 
contemplative monasteries, Milk for Aleppo – aid to the people of Syria suffering the burdens of 
the ongoing war. In cooperation with the Polish Government, we provide medical help to all people 
in Syria. 

Huge wave of refugees in the Middle East causes more and more people agglomerating the refugee 
camps usually ran by Church Institutions. One of such is in Iraqi Erbil. Our goal is to provide 
everything people might need to live a fairly normal life there.  



One of the recent projects that we have conducted is Vacations from bad memories which gives 
children and teenagers of Syria a moment of relief during three summer camps, two in Aleppo and 
one in Homs.  

The Papal Foundation Aid to the Church in Need in cooperation with Polish Episcopal Conference 
every year second Sunday of November organizes the Solidarity Day with the Persecuted Church. 
During that day in each parish in Poland, we collect donations to aid a particular country in which 
Christians are being oppressed and persecuted.  

The Foundation subjects directly to the Holy See to which we submit an annual report of our work. 
We are being supported by over 700 000 donners from 23 countries in the world. Poland is the 
17th country where the national office was established. We operate with the permission of Polish 
Episcopal Conference dated on 18 March 2004 as a Church legal personality and with the 
permission of the Ministry of the Internal Affairs dated on 9 December 2005. Eight times a year 
we issue a bulletin in which we inform of the most urgent requests and projects that we receive 
from those in need.  

Our help to the Church persecuted is based on three elements – prayer, information, and material 
support.  

 


